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3 DAY SALE
Prices end 1/7/09
COVINGTON:

670 W. 3rd St. 859-291-2550
FT. THOMAS:

Exit #2 off I-471 859-781-8105
ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX!

Free Wine Tastings
Fri 4-8 pm Sat 2-6 pm

This Week’s Wines
Best Values 2008 Reds/Whites

Windmill
Zinfandel 2006

750 ml
Ohio Retail $12.70 (with tax)

You Save $4.79 (37%)

$$77..9898
Lindemans
Chardonnay 2007

1.5 liter
Ohio Retail $11.70 (with tax)

You Save $3.22 (27%)

$$88..4848
Waterbrook
Chardonnay 2006

750 ml
Ohio Retail $12.57 (with tax)

You Save $2.66 (27%)

$$99..9191
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The heavy chains that shuttered the
doors of Harmony Community School
in Roselawn over the holidays will re-
main long after other schools reopen
this week.

A few neighborhoods away, in Bond
Hill, the International College Prepara-
tory Academy’s red neon sign blazes
no more. The school also closed re-
cently, never to reopen.

Both charter schools closed mid-

school-year, stranding students and
teachers, victims of abrupt revenue
losses and shrinking enrollments.

And Wilson Willard III, founder of a
charter school in Over-the-Rhine, fac-
es sentencing this week for misusing
school funds and doctoring records.

All three cases cast a glaring light on

how charter schools handle money.
Ohio has about 332 charter schools

serving 82,000 students and spending
$608 million in state funds. Two-thirds
received low ratings last year in state
report cards. In Cincinnati, 25 charters
include about 6,700 students. More at-
tend several charters in the suburbs.

Financial records obtained from
regulators and area charter schools
show some teetering on the brink of fi-
nancial crisis while others get by.

m EDUCATION

The Enquirer/Jeff Swinger

Fourth-graders Keron Coston, 9 (left), and Briana Brooks, 8, perform during Christmas program rehearsal last month at Cincinnati Col-
lege Preparatory Academy in the West End. The school is doing all right financially, but some charter schools have struggled.

For some charter schools,
money is hardest subject

By Denise Smith Amos
damos@enquirer.com

See CHARTER, Page A8

Inside, A8
m A list that compares 35 area charter
schools and their revenues.

‘The strong
will survive.
The good will

survive.
It has to
play out.’

Lisa Hamm, superintendent of
the Cincinnati College
Preparatory Academy

Senate started recording electronic votes in
1999. The House of Representatives, whose
99 members make it more difficult to hold
the caucus together, had similar numbers.
mMore unanimous votes. In the House,

47 percent of votes were unanimous last ses-
sion, up from 35 percent in the previous as-
sembly. In the Senate, a more deliberative,
33-member body with historically more con-
sensus, 74 percent of votes were unanimous
last session, up from 56 percent.

COLUMBUS – The 127th Ohio General
Assembly, which concluded its work last
month, was the most bipartisan legislature
in at least a decade, an Enquirer analysis of
roll call votes shows.

Lawmakers passed more bills unani-
mously and there were fewer party-line
votes, as the election of Democratic Gov.
Ted Strickland – and the threat of his veto –
forced the GOP-led legislature to work
across the aisles to get bills passed.

“I don’t know that there’s any great mys-
tery to it,” said U.S. Rep. Steve Driehaus, D-
Price Hill. As Ohio House minority whip, he

was responsible for rounding up Democrat-
ic votes for – or against – bills.

“The fact that you have a Democratic gov-
ernor and a Republican-controlled General
Assembly kind of forces us to be close, un-
less they want to face a couple vetoes.”

The 128th General Assembly, which con-
venes today, will be hard pressed to contin-
ue that bipartisan spirit. The Ohio House
will have a Democratic majority for the first
time since 1994, and Strickland is expected
to start the year with three vetoes of bills
passed in the waning days of GOP control.

House and Senate clerks do not allow
public access to members’ voting record da-
ta online, and have never before released
their archives of electronic votes. An analy-
sis of that data, obtained by The Enquirer
under the Ohio Public Records Act, shows:
m Fewer party-line votes. In a partisan at-

mosphere, the minority party often closes
ranks to oppose even minor legislation. But
in the last session, only 4 percent of votes in
the Senate had no Democratic support,
down from19 percent the previous session –
and the fewest party-line votes since the

Legislature more bipartisan
By Gregory Korte and Jon Craig
gkorte@enquirer.com; jcraig@enquirer.com Session cooperated on bills, analysis finds

See LEGISLATURE, Page A5

Exclusive to
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Search the Enquirer’s exclu-
sive database of roll call votes
in the Ohio General Assembly.
Go to Cincinnati.Com and click
on Data Center

Inside, A5
Tom Brinkman Jr.’s departing record:
686 “no” votes, legislature’s most.
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Search: Deadly streets

Cincinnati homicides:
Streets hard to escape

expressed confidence it will show
he and his administration acted
properly.

Aides to both men insisted that
Richardson made the decision to
withdraw and was not pushed out
by Obama. But one Democrat in-
volved in discussions over the mat-
ter said transition officials became
increasingly nervous during the
last couple of weeks that the inves-
tigation was a bigger problem than
Richardson had indicated.

WASHINGTON – New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson
said Sunday he would drop his
effort to become commerce
secretary in the Obama admin-
istration, as a federal investiga-
tion into a state contract award-
ed to his political donors
became a growing threat to his
nomination.

Richardson insisted he
would be cleared in the investi-
gation and President-elect
Barack Obama stood by the
governor as an “outstanding
public servant.”

Obama said he accepted
Richardson’s withdrawal “with
deep regret.”

But both men said it has be-
come clear that a grand jury
probe would not be finished in
time for Richardson’s confirma-
tion hearings and could keep
him from filling the post in a
timely matter.

Richardson’s withdrawal
was the first disruption of
Obama’s Cabinet process and
the second “pay-to-play” investi-
gation that has touched
Obama’s transition to the presi-
dency. The president-elect has
remained above the fray in both
the case of arrested Illinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich and the New
Mexico case.

A federal grand jury is inves-
tigating how a California com-
pany that contributed to Rich-
ardson’s political activities won
a New Mexico transportation
contract worth nearly $1.5 mil-
lion. Richardson said in a state-
ment that the investigation
could take weeks or months but

m PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION

Richardson
backs out of
Cabinet post
By Nedra Pickler
The Associated Press

Congress to take
time on stimulus plan

President-elect Barack Obama is
likely to get his economic stimulus
plan, but not when he wants it. Con-
gressional Democrats say it won’t be
ready by Inauguration Day, but may-
be by mid-February.
NATION A3

The Associated Press/Charles Dharapak

President-elect Barack Obama
named Bill Richardson as his
choice for commerce secretary
at a press conference Dec. 3.

Senate seats
still up in the air
m Illinois nominee backed by
ministers, opposed by senators. A3
m Minnesota canvassing board to
name Senate winner today. A3

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip –
Thousands of Israeli troops backed
by tanks and helicopter gunships
surrounded Gaza’s largest city and
fought militants at close range Sun-
day, the first full day of an over-
whelming ground offensive in the
coastal territory.

Israel said it has inflicted a heavy
blow against Hamas as it expands a
weeklong offensive meant to stop
rocket fire on southern Israel.

But spiraling civilian casualties
among Palestinians fueled an inter-
national outcry, even as the U.S.
blocked approval of a U.N. Security
Council statement Saturday night
calling for an immediate cease-fire.

Israel’s ground forces moved in

after nightfall Saturday following
hours of intense, fiery artillery
shelling to clear the way, and Ha-
mas warned that its fighters would
turn Gaza into an Israeli “grave-
yard.”

Palestinians reported clashes
early today in eastern Gaza near
the border with Israel. Hamas mil-
itants fired rocket-propelled gre-
nades and mortars at advancing Is-
raeli tanks. Explosions could be
heard in Gaza City as aircraft at-
tacked buildings. There was no im-
mediate word about casualties.

On Sunday, Israeli soldiers
fought primarily in open areas in
the launching zones used by Gaza’s
militants to send rockets raining
down on Israeli cities.

Backing up the troops, mobile
artillery units fired shells that ex-
ploded in veils of white smoke over
Gaza’s urban skyline. Tanks
pushed south of Gaza City as deep
as the abandoned settlement of
Netzarim, which Israel left along
with other communities when it
pulled out of Gaza in 2005.

That effectively cut off Gaza
City, the territory’s largest popula-
tion center with some 400,000 resi-
dents, from the rest of Gaza to the
south.

Israeli ground forces encircle Gaza City

The Associated Press/Fadi Adwan

A Palestinian medic rushes one of three injured children
to a hospital in Beit Lahiya in northern Gaza. Civilians
have been hurt or killed in the Israeli army operation.

The Associated Press Inside, A5
m Palestinian civilians at increasing
risk as battle shifts to the ground.

See GAZA, Page A5
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veterans were
drafted out of high
school without an
opportunity to
graduate.
mMost bills to

increase sentenc-
es for crimes. He
was the only mem-

ber to vote against a bill raising
penalties for torturing puppies.
“There’s just no frickin’ room,” he
said. “The jails are exploding.”
m He was the only local law-

maker to oppose Cincinnati’s 2012
Olympic bid. He called it “stupid,”
“ridiculous” and “a potential finan-
cial disaster.”
m His most famous no vote

may have come in 2003, when
then-state Sen. Mark Mallory
(now Cincinnati’s mayor) led an
effort to have Ohio ratify the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It was a symbolic vote, cor-
recting a historical anomaly in
which Ohio ratified it after the Civ-
il War but then rescinded its as-
sent in a racially charged protest.

The 14th Amendment guaran-
tees equal protection of the laws to
all citizens.

“The misinterpretation of the
14th Amendment is what judges
use to force Roe v. Wade on the
states and has resulted in 35 mil-
lion babies being murdered,”
Brinkman said. “It was blatant
grandstanding by Mark Mallory,
and I wasn’t going to stand for it.”

Brinkman also voted against
every capital budget bill (which
he called all “pork and ear-
marks”), almost any vote to table a
bill (usually because he wanted to
vote no outright) and all but two
“emergency” clauses, which allow
laws to go into effect sooner. He
even votes against emergency
clauses on his own bills.

“I happen to believe we have
too many laws,” Brinkman said.
“We need fewer laws.”

Some lawmakers measure
their success by the number of
bills they pass, their ascendancy
into leadership positions or the
amount of money they can bring
back to their districts.

And then there’s Tom Brink-
man Jr., R-Mount Lookout, who
boasts the most “no” votes, ac-
cording to an Enquirer analysis of
roll call data.

Brinkman led the 127th Gener-
al Assembly with 98 no votes. In
his eight-year legislative career –
which is concluding as a result of
term limits – he voted no 686
times, often as the only no vote.
His 30.1 percent “no” average is
the second highest in the legisla-
ture since computerized voting
data has been kept, behind former
state Rep. Mike Mitchell, a one-
term Democrat from Columbus.

“Thank God,” Brinkman said in
relief, when told of his legislative
accomplishment.

A conservative Republican,
Brinkman’s party was in control of
the statehouse during his entire
tenure in Columbus. He voted
against his own party more often
than any Democrat.

“I did not go up there to go
along with the corrupt state gov-
ernment,” he said. “The easy play
would have been go along and get
along. And that play has gotten us
into these problems.”

When the vote was 98 to 1, it
was most often Brinkman all
alone: 135 times, he was the only
Republican to vote no; 76 times,
he was the only member of either
party to vote no.

Among his proudest no votes:
m A bill early in his tenure that

would have granted a high-school
diploma to veterans of World War
II. Brinkman said legislative lead-
ers “flat out lied” about how many

Brinkman proud
of his ‘no’ record
By Gregory Korte
gkorte@enquirer.com

Brinkman

mMore lopsided passage. The
“typical” vote in the House last ses-
sion was 86 to 7. It was 74 to 14 in
the previous session. In the Senate,
the typical vote was 30 to 1. In each
chamber, those numbers represent
the most lopsided votes in favor
since at least 1999.
m Fewer tabled motions. One

frequently used partisan tactic by a
majority party is to “table” an
amendment introduced by the mi-
nority, to prevent an up-or-down
vote. There were 129 motions to ta-
ble in the Ohio House from 2005-
2006, but only 10 from 2007-2008.

The analysis includes all votes,
including procedural motions,
amendments and appointments.
And it includes largely ceremonial
bills such as H.B. 55, which de-
clared April 29 “Heritage and Free-
dom Flag of the Former Republic of
Vietnam Day” in Ohio.

But that consensus also held on
the most important bills. Both
parties supported changes in emi-
nent domain law to strengthen
property rights, a package of mea-
sures to deal with the foreclosure
crisis, and the governor’s plan to
use tobacco settlement money to
pay for school construction and se-
nior-citizen property-tax breaks.

Even on payday lending – where
the GOP had been reluctant in the
past – a bipartisan bill effectively
put the lenders out of business.

And on perhaps the most impor-
tant vote of the session – the $52.3
billion operating budget – only one
lawmaker voted no, ending a dec-
ade of partisan battles.

“There was a great degree of
unanimity early in the session be-
cause every governor is entitled to
a little bit of a honeymoon,” said
state Sen. Bill Seitz, R-Green Town-
ship, a former House whip.

“When the governor proposes a
budget that looked and smelled
very much like a Republican budg-
et, with tax cuts intact … why would
a Republican not like that if they
fancy themselves as against taxes
and spending?”

But Seitz said there was a more
pragmatic reason.

Although Republicans con-
trolled both houses, their majority
in the House narrowed. Just two
sessions before, Republicans held a
62-37 lead. Last session, it was 53-
46. (Starting today, Democrats will
control the House 53-46.)

Two-party sponsors
One way that Republicans

helped get Democratic votes was to
allow them to share the credit. For
the first time last session, the
House allowed two primary spon-
sors – often, one of each party – on
the same bill.

“I think it created a culture of co-
operation that didn’t previously ex-
ist, because it created more famil-
iarity and understanding, and all of
those things blend to a less con-
frontational environment and more
of a bipartisan one,” said departing
Speaker Jon Husted, R-Kettering.

The election of the first Demo-
cratic governor in 16 years also
gave Democrats a reason to be vest-
ed in the process, Husted said. Un-
der a Republican governor, he said,
Democrats “mostly sat on the side-
lines and threw bombs at us.”

Herbert B. Asher, a political sci-
entist at Ohio State University, said
Husted, Strickland and Senate
President Bill Harris helped create
a collegial atmosphere.

“Give them some credit,” he
said. “There’s a couple things going
on here. One is the nature of the
leadership. And with split control
between the legislature and the ex-
ecutive branch, maybe some of the
most difficult issues got resolved in
earlier stages, or didn’t come up at
all.”

Few vetoes
So far, Strickland has vetoed no

more bills than GOP predecessors
who worked with GOP legislatures.

His only veto of a standalone bill
came on his first day in office – on a
measure that would have limited
lead-paint lawsuits. That veto was
overturned by the Ohio Supreme
Court, which ruled that only former
Gov. Bob Taft could have vetoed it.

Strickland has exercised a line-
item veto in three spending bills, in-
cluding the consensus budget bill.

On average, Ohio governors
have vetoed just one standalone bill
and line-item vetoed four spending
bills per session since 1997.

But Strickland is threatening to
veto three bills from December’s
lame-duck session: a $200 million
bonus program for veterans, a tax
credit for filmmakers, and changes
to election law that would prohibit
same-day registration and voting.

“I think there’s been an unusual
level of bipartisan cooperation dur-
ing the past two years,” Strickland
told The Enquirer in an interview.

“I expect to have a continuing
positive relationship with both
houses of the legislature,” he said.

He added, “I’m looking forward
to working with a Democratic
House.”

Legislature:
Parties
got along

From Page A1

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip –
Anas Mansour sleeps in his street
clothes in a south Gaza refugee
camp, with his ID in his pocket so
he can flee quickly if fighting gets
worse. In Gaza City, the 10 mem-
bers of the Karam family huddle in
their hallway at night, kept awake
by artillery fire booming outside.

And in the central Gaza refugee
camp of Nusseirat, Munir Najar
said he had only another day’s
worth of flour to feed his family of
seven, but ventured out to find
streets deserted and shops closed.

“There’s not a loaf of bread to be
found,” said Najar, 43.

As Israeli’s offensive moved
from pinpointed airstrikes to artil-
lery shelling and ground fighting,
Gaza’s civilians are increasingly
exposed to the violence. Since the

ground assault began, 64 Palestin-
ian civilians have been killed, said
Dr. Moaiya Hassanain, a Health
Ministry official.

More than 512 Palestinians
have been killed since the opera-
tion began Dec. 27, at least 100 of
them civilians, say Palestinian and
U.N. officials. In the same period,
three Israeli civilians and two sol-
diers have been killed.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross called Sunday on
Israel and Hamas to stop killing
and wounding civilians, citing in-
ternational humanitarian law.

Israel says the offensive aims to
stop Hamas from firing rockets at
the Jewish state and its airstrikes
target only Hamas installations
and leaders, but bombs have also
destroyed or damaged adjacent
houses.

Lubna Karam of Gaza City
said airstrikes had shattered her
home’s living room windows

days before, letting cold air pour
in. She said she feels under
threat at all times, and her family
has taken to sleeping in the hall-
way for safety.

“We keep hearing the sounds of
airplanes and we don’t know if
we’ll live until tomorrow or not,”
said Karam, 28.

Mansour, 21, of the Rafah refu-
gee camp on the Gaza-Egypt bor-
der, described watching his neigh-
bor pile a mattress and blankets on
a donkey cart to flee, but hadn’t de-
cided if he’d do the same. “Where
can we go? It’s all the same,” Man-
sour said.

The latest fighting came at the
end of an ever-tightening block-
ade of the seaside territory, im-
posed after the violent Hamas
takeover of Gaza in June 2007.

The borders were virtually
sealed in the last two months, lead-
ing to shortages of cooking gas
and basic foodstuffs.

Gaza civilians live in fear, danger
By Ibrahim Barzak
and Ben Hubbard
The Associated Press

for 136 years. When the Hunley
was raised, the design was differ-
ent from what scientists expected
and there were only eight, not
nine, crewmen, as originally
thought.

The crew’s bodies were found
at their duty stations, suggesting
there was no emergency resulting
in a scramble to get out of the sub.
And the controls on the bilge
pump were not set to pump water
from the crew compartment, sug-
gesting there was no water flood-
ing in.

The clues now seem to indicate
the crew died of anoxia, a lack of
oxygen, and didn’t drown. “What-
ever happened, happened unex-
pectedly, with no warning,”
McConnell said.

Running out of oxygen can
quickly cause unconsciousness.

“One you reach that critical
stage, it’s like you flick a switch,”
he said. “It’s that fast, like on an
airplane.”

NORTH CHARLESTON,
S.C. – It could be one of the na-
tion’s oldest cold case files: What
happened to eight Confederate
sailors aboard the H.L. Hunley
after it became the first submarine
in history to sink an enemy war-
ship?

Their hand-cranked sub
rammed a spar with black powder
into the Union blockade ship Hou-
satonic off Charleston on a chilly
winter night in 1864 but never re-
turned.

Its fate has been the subject of
almost 150 years of conjecture and
almost a decade of scientific re-
search since the Hunley was
raised back in 2000.

But the submarine has been ag-
onizingly slow surrendering her
secrets.

“She was a mystery when she
was built. She was a mystery as to

how she looked and how she was
constructed for many years and
she is still a mystery as to why she
didn’t come home,” said state Sen.
Glenn McConnell, R-Charleston
and chairman of the South Caroli-
na Hunley Commission, which
raised the sub and is charged with
conserving and displaying it.

Scientists hope the next phase
of the conservation – removing
the hardened sediment coating
the outside of the hull – will pro-
vide clues to the mystery.

McConnell, who watched the
sub being raised more than eight
years ago, thought at the time the
mystery would be easily solved.

“We thought it would be very
simple … something must have
happened at the time of the at-
tack,” he said. “We would just put
those pieces together and know
everything about it.”

But what seemed so clear then
seems as murky now as the sandy
bottom where the Hunley rested

The Associated Press/Mary Ann Chastain

Archaeologist Ben Rennison uses a hose to wet down the Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley at the
Warren Lasch Conservation Center in North Charleston, S.C.

Raised Confederate sub
a Civil War crime scene
By Bruce Smith
The Associated Press

kozy scheduled talks today with Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders.
While blaming Hamas for causing
Palestinian suffering with rocket
fire that led to the Israeli offensive,
Sarkozy has condemned Israel’s
use of ground troops, reflecting
general world opinion. Sarkozy
and other diplomats are expected
to press hard for a cease-fire.

U.S. officials maintained their
firm support for Israel.

Vice President Dick Cheney
said Israel “didn’t seek clearance
or approval from us” before push-
ing into Gaza.

Israeli President Shimon Peres
said a cease-fire was pointless
without a halt to Hamas rocket fire.

Palestinians said the Israeli mil-
itary broke into broadcasts on the
Hamas TV channel, Al Aqsa, ap-
pealing to Palestinians not to serve
as human shields. The message
read, “Israel is acting only against
Hamas and has no interest in
harming you.”

Israel’s military chief said Ha-
mas fighters were trying to draw
soldiers deeper into Gaza’s spraw-
ling, densely packed cities, where
the military said militants shielded
themselves behind civilians.

“You entered like rats,” Hamas
spokesman Ismail Radwan told Is-
raeli soldiers on Hamas’ Al Aqsa
TV. “Gaza will be a graveyard for
you, God willing,” he said.

Israeli forces had not yet en-
tered urban areas, said Brig. Gen.
Avi Benayahu, the chief army
spokesman. He warned, however,
that the operation was not a
“school trip” and would be long
and demanding.

Condemnation of Israel’s
ground operation poured in from
the Middle East and Europe.

“The violence has to stop,” said
EU External Relations Commis-
sioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

French President Nicolas Sar-

Gaza: City surrounded
From Page A1
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veterans were
drafted out of high
school without an
opportunity to
graduate.
mMost bills to

increase sentenc-
es for crimes. He
was the only mem-

ber to vote against a bill raising
penalties for torturing puppies.
“There’s just no frickin’ room,” he
said. “The jails are exploding.”
m He was the only local law-

maker to oppose Cincinnati’s 2012
Olympic bid. He called it “stupid,”
“ridiculous” and “a potential finan-
cial disaster.”
m His most famous no vote

may have come in 2003, when
then-state Sen. Mark Mallory
(now Cincinnati’s mayor) led an
effort to have Ohio ratify the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It was a symbolic vote, cor-
recting a historical anomaly in
which Ohio ratified it after the Civ-
il War but then rescinded its as-
sent in a racially charged protest.

The 14th Amendment guaran-
tees equal protection of the laws to
all citizens.

“The misinterpretation of the
14th Amendment is what judges
use to force Roe v. Wade on the
states and has resulted in 35 mil-
lion babies being murdered,”
Brinkman said. “It was blatant
grandstanding by Mark Mallory,
and I wasn’t going to stand for it.”

Brinkman also voted against
every capital budget bill (which
he called all “pork and ear-
marks”), almost any vote to table a
bill (usually because he wanted to
vote no outright) and all but two
“emergency” clauses, which allow
laws to go into effect sooner. He
even votes against emergency
clauses on his own bills.

“I happen to believe we have
too many laws,” Brinkman said.
“We need fewer laws.”

Some lawmakers measure
their success by the number of
bills they pass, their ascendancy
into leadership positions or the
amount of money they can bring
back to their districts.

And then there’s Tom Brink-
man Jr., R-Mount Lookout, who
boasts the most “no” votes, ac-
cording to an Enquirer analysis of
roll call data.

Brinkman led the 127th Gener-
al Assembly with 98 no votes. In
his eight-year legislative career –
which is concluding as a result of
term limits – he voted no 686
times, often as the only no vote.
His 30.1 percent “no” average is
the second highest in the legisla-
ture since computerized voting
data has been kept, behind former
state Rep. Mike Mitchell, a one-
term Democrat from Columbus.

“Thank God,” Brinkman said in
relief, when told of his legislative
accomplishment.

A conservative Republican,
Brinkman’s party was in control of
the statehouse during his entire
tenure in Columbus. He voted
against his own party more often
than any Democrat.

“I did not go up there to go
along with the corrupt state gov-
ernment,” he said. “The easy play
would have been go along and get
along. And that play has gotten us
into these problems.”

When the vote was 98 to 1, it
was most often Brinkman all
alone: 135 times, he was the only
Republican to vote no; 76 times,
he was the only member of either
party to vote no.

Among his proudest no votes:
m A bill early in his tenure that

would have granted a high-school
diploma to veterans of World War
II. Brinkman said legislative lead-
ers “flat out lied” about how many

Brinkman proud
of his ‘no’ record
By Gregory Korte
gkorte@enquirer.com

Brinkman

mMore lopsided passage. The
“typical” vote in the House last ses-
sion was 86 to 7. It was 74 to 14 in
the previous session. In the Senate,
the typical vote was 30 to 1. In each
chamber, those numbers represent
the most lopsided votes in favor
since at least 1999.
m Fewer tabled motions. One

frequently used partisan tactic by a
majority party is to “table” an
amendment introduced by the mi-
nority, to prevent an up-or-down
vote. There were 129 motions to ta-
ble in the Ohio House from 2005-
2006, but only 10 from 2007-2008.

The analysis includes all votes,
including procedural motions,
amendments and appointments.
And it includes largely ceremonial
bills such as H.B. 55, which de-
clared April 29 “Heritage and Free-
dom Flag of the Former Republic of
Vietnam Day” in Ohio.

But that consensus also held on
the most important bills. Both
parties supported changes in emi-
nent domain law to strengthen
property rights, a package of mea-
sures to deal with the foreclosure
crisis, and the governor’s plan to
use tobacco settlement money to
pay for school construction and se-
nior-citizen property-tax breaks.

Even on payday lending – where
the GOP had been reluctant in the
past – a bipartisan bill effectively
put the lenders out of business.

And on perhaps the most impor-
tant vote of the session – the $52.3
billion operating budget – only one
lawmaker voted no, ending a dec-
ade of partisan battles.

“There was a great degree of
unanimity early in the session be-
cause every governor is entitled to
a little bit of a honeymoon,” said
state Sen. Bill Seitz, R-Green Town-
ship, a former House whip.

“When the governor proposes a
budget that looked and smelled
very much like a Republican budg-
et, with tax cuts intact … why would
a Republican not like that if they
fancy themselves as against taxes
and spending?”

But Seitz said there was a more
pragmatic reason.

Although Republicans con-
trolled both houses, their majority
in the House narrowed. Just two
sessions before, Republicans held a
62-37 lead. Last session, it was 53-
46. (Starting today, Democrats will
control the House 53-46.)

Two-party sponsors
One way that Republicans

helped get Democratic votes was to
allow them to share the credit. For
the first time last session, the
House allowed two primary spon-
sors – often, one of each party – on
the same bill.

“I think it created a culture of co-
operation that didn’t previously ex-
ist, because it created more famil-
iarity and understanding, and all of
those things blend to a less con-
frontational environment and more
of a bipartisan one,” said departing
Speaker Jon Husted, R-Kettering.

The election of the first Demo-
cratic governor in 16 years also
gave Democrats a reason to be vest-
ed in the process, Husted said. Un-
der a Republican governor, he said,
Democrats “mostly sat on the side-
lines and threw bombs at us.”

Herbert B. Asher, a political sci-
entist at Ohio State University, said
Husted, Strickland and Senate
President Bill Harris helped create
a collegial atmosphere.

“Give them some credit,” he
said. “There’s a couple things going
on here. One is the nature of the
leadership. And with split control
between the legislature and the ex-
ecutive branch, maybe some of the
most difficult issues got resolved in
earlier stages, or didn’t come up at
all.”

Few vetoes
So far, Strickland has vetoed no

more bills than GOP predecessors
who worked with GOP legislatures.

His only veto of a standalone bill
came on his first day in office – on a
measure that would have limited
lead-paint lawsuits. That veto was
overturned by the Ohio Supreme
Court, which ruled that only former
Gov. Bob Taft could have vetoed it.

Strickland has exercised a line-
item veto in three spending bills, in-
cluding the consensus budget bill.

On average, Ohio governors
have vetoed just one standalone bill
and line-item vetoed four spending
bills per session since 1997.

But Strickland is threatening to
veto three bills from December’s
lame-duck session: a $200 million
bonus program for veterans, a tax
credit for filmmakers, and changes
to election law that would prohibit
same-day registration and voting.

“I think there’s been an unusual
level of bipartisan cooperation dur-
ing the past two years,” Strickland
told The Enquirer in an interview.

“I expect to have a continuing
positive relationship with both
houses of the legislature,” he said.

He added, “I’m looking forward
to working with a Democratic
House.”

Legislature:
Parties
got along
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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip –
Anas Mansour sleeps in his street
clothes in a south Gaza refugee
camp, with his ID in his pocket so
he can flee quickly if fighting gets
worse. In Gaza City, the 10 mem-
bers of the Karam family huddle in
their hallway at night, kept awake
by artillery fire booming outside.

And in the central Gaza refugee
camp of Nusseirat, Munir Najar
said he had only another day’s
worth of flour to feed his family of
seven, but ventured out to find
streets deserted and shops closed.

“There’s not a loaf of bread to be
found,” said Najar, 43.

As Israeli’s offensive moved
from pinpointed airstrikes to artil-
lery shelling and ground fighting,
Gaza’s civilians are increasingly
exposed to the violence. Since the

ground assault began, 64 Palestin-
ian civilians have been killed, said
Dr. Moaiya Hassanain, a Health
Ministry official.

More than 512 Palestinians
have been killed since the opera-
tion began Dec. 27, at least 100 of
them civilians, say Palestinian and
U.N. officials. In the same period,
three Israeli civilians and two sol-
diers have been killed.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross called Sunday on
Israel and Hamas to stop killing
and wounding civilians, citing in-
ternational humanitarian law.

Israel says the offensive aims to
stop Hamas from firing rockets at
the Jewish state and its airstrikes
target only Hamas installations
and leaders, but bombs have also
destroyed or damaged adjacent
houses.

Lubna Karam of Gaza City
said airstrikes had shattered her
home’s living room windows

days before, letting cold air pour
in. She said she feels under
threat at all times, and her family
has taken to sleeping in the hall-
way for safety.

“We keep hearing the sounds of
airplanes and we don’t know if
we’ll live until tomorrow or not,”
said Karam, 28.

Mansour, 21, of the Rafah refu-
gee camp on the Gaza-Egypt bor-
der, described watching his neigh-
bor pile a mattress and blankets on
a donkey cart to flee, but hadn’t de-
cided if he’d do the same. “Where
can we go? It’s all the same,” Man-
sour said.

The latest fighting came at the
end of an ever-tightening block-
ade of the seaside territory, im-
posed after the violent Hamas
takeover of Gaza in June 2007.

The borders were virtually
sealed in the last two months, lead-
ing to shortages of cooking gas
and basic foodstuffs.

Gaza civilians live in fear, danger
By Ibrahim Barzak
and Ben Hubbard
The Associated Press

for 136 years. When the Hunley
was raised, the design was differ-
ent from what scientists expected
and there were only eight, not
nine, crewmen, as originally
thought.

The crew’s bodies were found
at their duty stations, suggesting
there was no emergency resulting
in a scramble to get out of the sub.
And the controls on the bilge
pump were not set to pump water
from the crew compartment, sug-
gesting there was no water flood-
ing in.

The clues now seem to indicate
the crew died of anoxia, a lack of
oxygen, and didn’t drown. “What-
ever happened, happened unex-
pectedly, with no warning,”
McConnell said.

Running out of oxygen can
quickly cause unconsciousness.

“One you reach that critical
stage, it’s like you flick a switch,”
he said. “It’s that fast, like on an
airplane.”

NORTH CHARLESTON,
S.C. – It could be one of the na-
tion’s oldest cold case files: What
happened to eight Confederate
sailors aboard the H.L. Hunley
after it became the first submarine
in history to sink an enemy war-
ship?

Their hand-cranked sub
rammed a spar with black powder
into the Union blockade ship Hou-
satonic off Charleston on a chilly
winter night in 1864 but never re-
turned.

Its fate has been the subject of
almost 150 years of conjecture and
almost a decade of scientific re-
search since the Hunley was
raised back in 2000.

But the submarine has been ag-
onizingly slow surrendering her
secrets.

“She was a mystery when she
was built. She was a mystery as to

how she looked and how she was
constructed for many years and
she is still a mystery as to why she
didn’t come home,” said state Sen.
Glenn McConnell, R-Charleston
and chairman of the South Caroli-
na Hunley Commission, which
raised the sub and is charged with
conserving and displaying it.

Scientists hope the next phase
of the conservation – removing
the hardened sediment coating
the outside of the hull – will pro-
vide clues to the mystery.

McConnell, who watched the
sub being raised more than eight
years ago, thought at the time the
mystery would be easily solved.

“We thought it would be very
simple … something must have
happened at the time of the at-
tack,” he said. “We would just put
those pieces together and know
everything about it.”

But what seemed so clear then
seems as murky now as the sandy
bottom where the Hunley rested

The Associated Press/Mary Ann Chastain

Archaeologist Ben Rennison uses a hose to wet down the Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley at the
Warren Lasch Conservation Center in North Charleston, S.C.

Raised Confederate sub
a Civil War crime scene
By Bruce Smith
The Associated Press

kozy scheduled talks today with Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders.
While blaming Hamas for causing
Palestinian suffering with rocket
fire that led to the Israeli offensive,
Sarkozy has condemned Israel’s
use of ground troops, reflecting
general world opinion. Sarkozy
and other diplomats are expected
to press hard for a cease-fire.

U.S. officials maintained their
firm support for Israel.

Vice President Dick Cheney
said Israel “didn’t seek clearance
or approval from us” before push-
ing into Gaza.

Israeli President Shimon Peres
said a cease-fire was pointless
without a halt to Hamas rocket fire.

Palestinians said the Israeli mil-
itary broke into broadcasts on the
Hamas TV channel, Al Aqsa, ap-
pealing to Palestinians not to serve
as human shields. The message
read, “Israel is acting only against
Hamas and has no interest in
harming you.”

Israel’s military chief said Ha-
mas fighters were trying to draw
soldiers deeper into Gaza’s spraw-
ling, densely packed cities, where
the military said militants shielded
themselves behind civilians.

“You entered like rats,” Hamas
spokesman Ismail Radwan told Is-
raeli soldiers on Hamas’ Al Aqsa
TV. “Gaza will be a graveyard for
you, God willing,” he said.

Israeli forces had not yet en-
tered urban areas, said Brig. Gen.
Avi Benayahu, the chief army
spokesman. He warned, however,
that the operation was not a
“school trip” and would be long
and demanding.

Condemnation of Israel’s
ground operation poured in from
the Middle East and Europe.

“The violence has to stop,” said
EU External Relations Commis-
sioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

French President Nicolas Sar-

Gaza: City surrounded
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veterans were
drafted out of high
school without an
opportunity to
graduate.
mMost bills to

increase sentenc-
es for crimes. He
was the only mem-

ber to vote against a bill raising
penalties for torturing puppies.
“There’s just no frickin’ room,” he
said. “The jails are exploding.”
m He was the only local law-

maker to oppose Cincinnati’s 2012
Olympic bid. He called it “stupid,”
“ridiculous” and “a potential finan-
cial disaster.”
m His most famous no vote

may have come in 2003, when
then-state Sen. Mark Mallory
(now Cincinnati’s mayor) led an
effort to have Ohio ratify the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It was a symbolic vote, cor-
recting a historical anomaly in
which Ohio ratified it after the Civ-
il War but then rescinded its as-
sent in a racially charged protest.

The 14th Amendment guaran-
tees equal protection of the laws to
all citizens.

“The misinterpretation of the
14th Amendment is what judges
use to force Roe v. Wade on the
states and has resulted in 35 mil-
lion babies being murdered,”
Brinkman said. “It was blatant
grandstanding by Mark Mallory,
and I wasn’t going to stand for it.”

Brinkman also voted against
every capital budget bill (which
he called all “pork and ear-
marks”), almost any vote to table a
bill (usually because he wanted to
vote no outright) and all but two
“emergency” clauses, which allow
laws to go into effect sooner. He
even votes against emergency
clauses on his own bills.

“I happen to believe we have
too many laws,” Brinkman said.
“We need fewer laws.”

Some lawmakers measure
their success by the number of
bills they pass, their ascendancy
into leadership positions or the
amount of money they can bring
back to their districts.

And then there’s Tom Brink-
man Jr., R-Mount Lookout, who
boasts the most “no” votes, ac-
cording to an Enquirer analysis of
roll call data.

Brinkman led the 127th Gener-
al Assembly with 98 no votes. In
his eight-year legislative career –
which is concluding as a result of
term limits – he voted no 686
times, often as the only no vote.
His 30.1 percent “no” average is
the second highest in the legisla-
ture since computerized voting
data has been kept, behind former
state Rep. Mike Mitchell, a one-
term Democrat from Columbus.

“Thank God,” Brinkman said in
relief, when told of his legislative
accomplishment.

A conservative Republican,
Brinkman’s party was in control of
the statehouse during his entire
tenure in Columbus. He voted
against his own party more often
than any Democrat.

“I did not go up there to go
along with the corrupt state gov-
ernment,” he said. “The easy play
would have been go along and get
along. And that play has gotten us
into these problems.”

When the vote was 98 to 1, it
was most often Brinkman all
alone: 135 times, he was the only
Republican to vote no; 76 times,
he was the only member of either
party to vote no.

Among his proudest no votes:
m A bill early in his tenure that

would have granted a high-school
diploma to veterans of World War
II. Brinkman said legislative lead-
ers “flat out lied” about how many

Brinkman proud
of his ‘no’ record
By Gregory Korte
gkorte@enquirer.com

Brinkman

mMore lopsided passage. The
“typical” vote in the House last ses-
sion was 86 to 7. It was 74 to 14 in
the previous session. In the Senate,
the typical vote was 30 to 1. In each
chamber, those numbers represent
the most lopsided votes in favor
since at least 1999.
m Fewer tabled motions. One

frequently used partisan tactic by a
majority party is to “table” an
amendment introduced by the mi-
nority, to prevent an up-or-down
vote. There were 129 motions to ta-
ble in the Ohio House from 2005-
2006, but only 10 from 2007-2008.

The analysis includes all votes,
including procedural motions,
amendments and appointments.
And it includes largely ceremonial
bills such as H.B. 55, which de-
clared April 29 “Heritage and Free-
dom Flag of the Former Republic of
Vietnam Day” in Ohio.

But that consensus also held on
the most important bills. Both
parties supported changes in emi-
nent domain law to strengthen
property rights, a package of mea-
sures to deal with the foreclosure
crisis, and the governor’s plan to
use tobacco settlement money to
pay for school construction and se-
nior-citizen property-tax breaks.

Even on payday lending – where
the GOP had been reluctant in the
past – a bipartisan bill effectively
put the lenders out of business.

And on perhaps the most impor-
tant vote of the session – the $52.3
billion operating budget – only one
lawmaker voted no, ending a dec-
ade of partisan battles.

“There was a great degree of
unanimity early in the session be-
cause every governor is entitled to
a little bit of a honeymoon,” said
state Sen. Bill Seitz, R-Green Town-
ship, a former House whip.

“When the governor proposes a
budget that looked and smelled
very much like a Republican budg-
et, with tax cuts intact … why would
a Republican not like that if they
fancy themselves as against taxes
and spending?”

But Seitz said there was a more
pragmatic reason.

Although Republicans con-
trolled both houses, their majority
in the House narrowed. Just two
sessions before, Republicans held a
62-37 lead. Last session, it was 53-
46. (Starting today, Democrats will
control the House 53-46.)

Two-party sponsors
One way that Republicans

helped get Democratic votes was to
allow them to share the credit. For
the first time last session, the
House allowed two primary spon-
sors – often, one of each party – on
the same bill.

“I think it created a culture of co-
operation that didn’t previously ex-
ist, because it created more famil-
iarity and understanding, and all of
those things blend to a less con-
frontational environment and more
of a bipartisan one,” said departing
Speaker Jon Husted, R-Kettering.

The election of the first Demo-
cratic governor in 16 years also
gave Democrats a reason to be vest-
ed in the process, Husted said. Un-
der a Republican governor, he said,
Democrats “mostly sat on the side-
lines and threw bombs at us.”

Herbert B. Asher, a political sci-
entist at Ohio State University, said
Husted, Strickland and Senate
President Bill Harris helped create
a collegial atmosphere.

“Give them some credit,” he
said. “There’s a couple things going
on here. One is the nature of the
leadership. And with split control
between the legislature and the ex-
ecutive branch, maybe some of the
most difficult issues got resolved in
earlier stages, or didn’t come up at
all.”

Few vetoes
So far, Strickland has vetoed no

more bills than GOP predecessors
who worked with GOP legislatures.

His only veto of a standalone bill
came on his first day in office – on a
measure that would have limited
lead-paint lawsuits. That veto was
overturned by the Ohio Supreme
Court, which ruled that only former
Gov. Bob Taft could have vetoed it.

Strickland has exercised a line-
item veto in three spending bills, in-
cluding the consensus budget bill.

On average, Ohio governors
have vetoed just one standalone bill
and line-item vetoed four spending
bills per session since 1997.

But Strickland is threatening to
veto three bills from December’s
lame-duck session: a $200 million
bonus program for veterans, a tax
credit for filmmakers, and changes
to election law that would prohibit
same-day registration and voting.

“I think there’s been an unusual
level of bipartisan cooperation dur-
ing the past two years,” Strickland
told The Enquirer in an interview.

“I expect to have a continuing
positive relationship with both
houses of the legislature,” he said.

He added, “I’m looking forward
to working with a Democratic
House.”

Legislature:
Parties
got along
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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip –
Anas Mansour sleeps in his street
clothes in a south Gaza refugee
camp, with his ID in his pocket so
he can flee quickly if fighting gets
worse. In Gaza City, the 10 mem-
bers of the Karam family huddle in
their hallway at night, kept awake
by artillery fire booming outside.

And in the central Gaza refugee
camp of Nusseirat, Munir Najar
said he had only another day’s
worth of flour to feed his family of
seven, but ventured out to find
streets deserted and shops closed.

“There’s not a loaf of bread to be
found,” said Najar, 43.

As Israeli’s offensive moved
from pinpointed airstrikes to artil-
lery shelling and ground fighting,
Gaza’s civilians are increasingly
exposed to the violence. Since the

ground assault began, 64 Palestin-
ian civilians have been killed, said
Dr. Moaiya Hassanain, a Health
Ministry official.

More than 512 Palestinians
have been killed since the opera-
tion began Dec. 27, at least 100 of
them civilians, say Palestinian and
U.N. officials. In the same period,
three Israeli civilians and two sol-
diers have been killed.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross called Sunday on
Israel and Hamas to stop killing
and wounding civilians, citing in-
ternational humanitarian law.

Israel says the offensive aims to
stop Hamas from firing rockets at
the Jewish state and its airstrikes
target only Hamas installations
and leaders, but bombs have also
destroyed or damaged adjacent
houses.

Lubna Karam of Gaza City
said airstrikes had shattered her
home’s living room windows

days before, letting cold air pour
in. She said she feels under
threat at all times, and her family
has taken to sleeping in the hall-
way for safety.

“We keep hearing the sounds of
airplanes and we don’t know if
we’ll live until tomorrow or not,”
said Karam, 28.

Mansour, 21, of the Rafah refu-
gee camp on the Gaza-Egypt bor-
der, described watching his neigh-
bor pile a mattress and blankets on
a donkey cart to flee, but hadn’t de-
cided if he’d do the same. “Where
can we go? It’s all the same,” Man-
sour said.

The latest fighting came at the
end of an ever-tightening block-
ade of the seaside territory, im-
posed after the violent Hamas
takeover of Gaza in June 2007.

The borders were virtually
sealed in the last two months, lead-
ing to shortages of cooking gas
and basic foodstuffs.

Gaza civilians live in fear, danger
By Ibrahim Barzak
and Ben Hubbard
The Associated Press

for 136 years. When the Hunley
was raised, the design was differ-
ent from what scientists expected
and there were only eight, not
nine, crewmen, as originally
thought.

The crew’s bodies were found
at their duty stations, suggesting
there was no emergency resulting
in a scramble to get out of the sub.
And the controls on the bilge
pump were not set to pump water
from the crew compartment, sug-
gesting there was no water flood-
ing in.

The clues now seem to indicate
the crew died of anoxia, a lack of
oxygen, and didn’t drown. “What-
ever happened, happened unex-
pectedly, with no warning,”
McConnell said.

Running out of oxygen can
quickly cause unconsciousness.

“One you reach that critical
stage, it’s like you flick a switch,”
he said. “It’s that fast, like on an
airplane.”

NORTH CHARLESTON,
S.C. – It could be one of the na-
tion’s oldest cold case files: What
happened to eight Confederate
sailors aboard the H.L. Hunley
after it became the first submarine
in history to sink an enemy war-
ship?

Their hand-cranked sub
rammed a spar with black powder
into the Union blockade ship Hou-
satonic off Charleston on a chilly
winter night in 1864 but never re-
turned.

Its fate has been the subject of
almost 150 years of conjecture and
almost a decade of scientific re-
search since the Hunley was
raised back in 2000.

But the submarine has been ag-
onizingly slow surrendering her
secrets.

“She was a mystery when she
was built. She was a mystery as to

how she looked and how she was
constructed for many years and
she is still a mystery as to why she
didn’t come home,” said state Sen.
Glenn McConnell, R-Charleston
and chairman of the South Caroli-
na Hunley Commission, which
raised the sub and is charged with
conserving and displaying it.

Scientists hope the next phase
of the conservation – removing
the hardened sediment coating
the outside of the hull – will pro-
vide clues to the mystery.

McConnell, who watched the
sub being raised more than eight
years ago, thought at the time the
mystery would be easily solved.

“We thought it would be very
simple … something must have
happened at the time of the at-
tack,” he said. “We would just put
those pieces together and know
everything about it.”

But what seemed so clear then
seems as murky now as the sandy
bottom where the Hunley rested

The Associated Press/Mary Ann Chastain

Archaeologist Ben Rennison uses a hose to wet down the Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley at the
Warren Lasch Conservation Center in North Charleston, S.C.

Raised Confederate sub
a Civil War crime scene
By Bruce Smith
The Associated Press

kozy scheduled talks today with Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders.
While blaming Hamas for causing
Palestinian suffering with rocket
fire that led to the Israeli offensive,
Sarkozy has condemned Israel’s
use of ground troops, reflecting
general world opinion. Sarkozy
and other diplomats are expected
to press hard for a cease-fire.

U.S. officials maintained their
firm support for Israel.

Vice President Dick Cheney
said Israel “didn’t seek clearance
or approval from us” before push-
ing into Gaza.

Israeli President Shimon Peres
said a cease-fire was pointless
without a halt to Hamas rocket fire.

Palestinians said the Israeli mil-
itary broke into broadcasts on the
Hamas TV channel, Al Aqsa, ap-
pealing to Palestinians not to serve
as human shields. The message
read, “Israel is acting only against
Hamas and has no interest in
harming you.”

Israel’s military chief said Ha-
mas fighters were trying to draw
soldiers deeper into Gaza’s spraw-
ling, densely packed cities, where
the military said militants shielded
themselves behind civilians.

“You entered like rats,” Hamas
spokesman Ismail Radwan told Is-
raeli soldiers on Hamas’ Al Aqsa
TV. “Gaza will be a graveyard for
you, God willing,” he said.

Israeli forces had not yet en-
tered urban areas, said Brig. Gen.
Avi Benayahu, the chief army
spokesman. He warned, however,
that the operation was not a
“school trip” and would be long
and demanding.

Condemnation of Israel’s
ground operation poured in from
the Middle East and Europe.

“The violence has to stop,” said
EU External Relations Commis-
sioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

French President Nicolas Sar-

Gaza: City surrounded
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